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A source of historical information, particularly for local historians, are war memorials erected in neighbourhood churches and 
schools.  Names recorded there may sometimes reveal the story of an individual’s place in local history.

One such story is found in St. Matthew’s Anglican Church on First Avenue in Riverdale.  
e name of Ernest Ford Crossland appears in the altar memorial tablet recording those 
who died in the First World War.  On the south wall of the church there is a Crossland 
family memorial raised to his memory.  e memorial, which reads the same as his 
gravestone in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, is as follows:

IN LOVING MEMORY OF ERNEST FORD CROSSLAND  LIEUT 83RD SQUADRON 
R.A.F. LEASIDE  FORMERLY LIEUT 45TH SQUADRON R.F.C. FRANCE  
ORIGINALLY PRIVATE (No 3428) THIRD BATTALION FIRST DIVISION C.E.F. 
1914  DIED OCTOBER 20TH 1918  AGED 23 YEARS 8 MONTHS.

Who was this local boy who died just twenty-two days before the War ended.

Ernest was a twin of James Crossland, born February 21, 1895, to Ernest Ford and 
Margaret G. Crossland of Toronto.  Ernest Sr. was a vice president of Steele Briggs Seeds 
Ltd. and a Vice President of the C.N.E.  e family lived in Riverdale from 1906 to 1913, 
first at 17 Withrow Avenue and later at 74 Hogarth.  Ernest is listed on the Withrow 
Avenue Public School memorial plaque to former students who died in the First World 
War.  e family attended St. Matthew’s Anglican Church on First Avenue. 

e twins enlisted in the War in September, 1914.  At the time Ernest was a bank clerk and 
James was in the family business as a seedsman.  eir enlistment papers were signed by 
Lt. Col. Rennie, son of the founder of the Rennie Seed Co. and commander of the 3 
Battalion which the boys joined. 

Ernest, aer serving and surviving for fieen months in the trench warfare in France, returned to Canada in 1916 to take his 
commission in the 205 Battalion.  However, he resigned his appointment and returned to England to train as a pilot in the 
Royal Flying Corps.  One would speculate that he turned out to be a very good pilot since he returned to Canada to train pilots 
with the 43 Wing, Leaside, of the Royal Air Force.  His death in Toronto was apparently a result of the great 1918 influenza 
epidemic which may have killed 50 to 100 million people world wide and 50,000 in Canada.  

In 1916 the Crossland family moved to Crown Park Road in the Beach and to St Aiden’s Anglican Church.  A memorial window 
was unveiled to Ernest there in 1919 by Brig. General Rennie.

Ernest’s brother James survived the war, married Mae Struthers and raised a family in Toronto.  eir first son was Ernest Ford 
Crossland (III), 1920-2013, a prominent resident of Newmarket.  His brother, James II, 1932-2012, was the Hon. James 
Crossland Q.C. a justice of the Ontario Superior Court.  His son is James III and his son James Crossland IV. 

All of this from curiosity about a local war memorial plaque. 
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Upcoming RHS Events

In 1908 the City of Toronto annexed the town of East Toronto, then centered on Main 
Street from the Danforth to Lake Ontario.  In 1912 work began on the new Danforth 
Streetcar Civic line running east from Broadview to the new city limits at Luttrell 
Avenue, east of Main. is line would finally connect to the Bloor Street line with the 
completion of the Prince Edward Viaduct in 1918.  [However, as the Bloor Line was 
privately owned at the time, a separate fare was needed to transfer to the Civic line at 
the Broadview terminus.]  Shown above is Danforth looking east towards Bowden 
Street.  In the foreground is the newly built Danforth Baptist Church and immediately 
to the east of it is one of the original farm houses to the area, still standing, at the top 
of Bowden.

March 26:  Jim Harris, great great grandson of William Harris, speaks on the 
Harris' family industrial heritage of Riverdale

April 30:  Students of the Ryerson University School of Urban and Regional 
Planning will do a presentation on their report on the proposed Riverside Heritage 
Conservation District - Queen Street East from the Don River to DeGrassi Street.  is 
is a unique opportunity to hear about and view this very impressive and comprehensive 
report.

Oil Portrait by Geoffrey Vernon

? Did You Know ?

BELOW:  RHS President Gerald 
Whyte, Councillor Paula Fletcher, 
MPP Peter Tabuns at the Bain Co-op 
plaque unveiling, July 27, 2011

City of Toronto Archives, Fonds 1231, Item 1754

Honorary Members of the RHS

O u r b o o k , “  e S t r e e t s o f 
Riverdale” has now sold over 300 
copies.  It is available for $20 at our 
regular events and at the Rooster 
Coffee House at 569 Broadview.  
e Society is appealing to anyone 
who has photographs, documents 
or materials relating to Riverdale to 
allow us to copy or photograph 
them for inclusion in our activities.  
We draw on material in our 
archives when preparing articles or 
publications on Riverdale and will 
be pleased to attribute the source to 
the donor.  Your contribution will 
allow us to present a broader and 
more detailed portrait of our 
neighbourhood.  

Items such as photographs of 
Riverdale people or events over the 
years, advertisements of events, old 
newspaper clippings, copies of 
Riverdale related publications or 
Riverdale artifacts would all be 
helpful.  If you have something to 
contribute or have questions please 
call me at 416-466-2478.  

ank you.

In the Riverdale Historical Society's October 2012 board meeting, past 
president Ron Fletcher and past vice-president Elizabeth Abbott were 
unanimously granted status as Honorary Members of the Riverdale 
Historical Society.  This was the first time that the board has granted this 
status.  In accepting, Ms. Abbott replied that she was "so proud of the 
Society's success, its terrific events, its impact on Riverdale and on heritage 
concerns in Toronto.  Gerald's book, which I proudly display in my living room, 
is a testament to his devotion to the RHS and its goals and values."


